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PHILOSOPHY OF ST. ROSE OF LIMA

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The mission of St. Rose of Lima Religious Education Program flows from the mandate of Jesus to go into the whole world and teach the Good News.  Our ministry is about proclaiming Christ’s message, fostering community, and to calling one another to worship and to responsible service.

We believe Religious Education is a life long process which can actualize the full human and spiritual potential of all people.

We believe Religious Education calls each person to discover, internalize, proclaim, and live the Gospel.

AIM OF CATECHESIS
Catechesis is about the conversion of the whole person to God, Jesus Christ, and the Church.  It is living and learning in the midst of a Christian community that shares, nurtures, and strengthens the faith of the individuals who make up the Church.

The aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but in communion and in intimacy with Jesus Christ, who alone can lead us to the love of our God in the Spirit.

ROLE OF THE PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)
We believe that parents are the primary teachers of their children and that the home environment is the most important source of children’s religious development.  While we can provide the formal education, the parents provide the role models.  Therefore, we encourage parents to be actively involved in their children’s ongoing development in the Catholic Faith. 

It is recommended that students, whether at curricular or co/extracurricular activities, not share a common drinking container.  Arrangements should be made for all participants to have an individual drinking container.

24.  Harassment

The Diocese of Harrisburg affirms the inherent value of every individual and upholds the respect due to each because of his/her uniqueness as a child of God.  Therefore, the Diocese is committed to providing for its employers, employees, students, and volunteers a working and educational environment which is free from physical, psychological, sexual, or verbal harassment.


The Diocese prohibits any form of harassment of or by employers, employees, students, or volunteers.


Prompt investigation of allegations of harassment will be made on a confidential basis by the most immediate administrative authority not involved with the allegation to ascertain the veracity of complaints.  Any individual who engages in such harassment is subject to discipline, up to and including discharge, depending on the seriousness of the offensive conduct.


Every parish religious education program shall promulgate this policy to all concerned to make it clearly understood that harassment will not be tolerated.

It is our hope and expectation that all parents and guardians become familiar with the policies and procedures presented in this document. Full cooperation and participation regarding all matters will most certainly enhance the growth, development and practice of your child’s faith. 

Universal Precautions to Prevent the 
Spread of Infectious Diseases

In a school or parish religious education setting, knowing who carries an infectious disease and what germ may be present is not possible.  Carriers do not always show outward signs of infection and often are not aware of being infected.  All schools/parishes should evaluate current procedures for handling spilled blood and body fluids to insure proper cleaning and disinfecting.  The following precautions are required:


1.  Surfaces soiled with blood, urine, feces, vomitus, etc. should be thoroughly washed with soap and water, then disinfected with a 10% solution of household bleach and water (1 part to 9 parts).  This solution should be freely prepared for each use.


2.  Personnel cleaning the spill should wear gloves and wash their hands when they are finished.


3.  Disposable towels should be used whenever possible.


4.  Mops should be thoroughly rinsed in the disinfectant solution.


5.  Handle all discharges for another person’s body (particularly body fluids containing blood) with gloves and wash hands thoroughly with soap and running water (for at least 15 seconds).


6.  Avoid punctures with objects that may contain blood from others.


7.  Carefully dispose of trash that contains body waste and sharp object.  Special containers with plastic liners should be used for disposal of refuse that contains blood or any body spills that contain blood.  For disposal of sharp objects, containers that cannot be broken or penetrated should be used.


Students should be encouraged to use good health and hygiene throughout the school/parish.  To the extent that the administration has been informed of a health problem concerning a child, the catechist will be notified.

THE CATECHIST
Catechists in our Parish Religious Education Program are people of faith who volunteer their time and talents to guide faith development, lead our children in prayer, and encourage community service.

Our catechists co-labor with families and the entire Religious Education staff to build a community spirit which will strengthen and nourish, and which will call one another to discover, internalize, proclaim, and live the Gospel.

IN APPRECIATION
Our entire Parish Community of St. Rose of Lima is extremely grateful to our Religious Education Board, Catechists, aides, office staff, and all who generously share their gifts, talents, and resources in assisting us with the awesome and challenging Ministry of Religious Education.

Our Religious Education Program is sustained by the goodness of our God, graciously mirrored in the giftedness of our families.  We believe that every person has talents, gifts, and abilities to be shared for the building up of the Body of Christ.  Annually, we ask each family to consider how they will individually be involved in carrying out the many and varied tasks which encompass our program.

CURRICULUM
Ages 3 - Kindergarten

This is Our Faith Early Childhood Education Program is designed to encourage young children to discover and explore the wonders of God in the world around them, in themselves, their family, their friends, and in the special gift of Jesus.  It offers special ways of teaching to inspire children through coloring, pasting, game playing, puzzles, music, mobiles, hand puppets, and much more. 
Children enrolled in Grade 1 come to a greater understanding of Jesus and how He calls us to be loving and caring people.  This provides them with a strong basis for preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist in the second grade.
Grade1 - Grade 6

We use RCL Faith & Word edition of Blest Are We program for the elementary grades.  Units are organized by the following topics: What Catholics Believe, How Catholics Worship, How Catholics Pray, and How Catholics Live.  Parents are expected to take some time to look through their child’s text to see that it teaches and reviews all the basics of our faith.  Additional resources can be found at www.blestarewe.com. 
(   The beginning of the student book features a Let Us Pray section with Catholic prayers and a section on The Bible to help understand scripture.  
(  The back of the book’s section called Our Catholic Heritage  reviews many aspects of Catholic doctrine.  The Glossary and Index are valuable reference aids.

(  There is a Take Home page at the start of each chapter with an activity to share with the family and other ideas for continuing the lesson throughout the week.  
( Each chapter concludes with a Chapter Review to evaluate learning and Faith in Action ideas to discuss with parents. Unit Tests are administered to evaluate progress and to assess understanding of concepts presented.
+ In addition to the material covered, each grade is involved in a service project. 
prompt inquiry into each accusation, open communication, and due process for all involved. 

In an effort to be in full compliance with this Charter and the Youth Protection Program of the Diocese of Harrisburg, St. Rose of Lima requires the following procedures for all volunteers age 18 and older:

· PA State Police Criminal History and PA DPW Child  Abuse History Clearance.

· View and successfully complete the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Youth Protection on-line training. 

· Wearing a Diocesan issued ID  badge while ministering with children

· Taking all precautions and following guidelines for proper code of conduct and behaviors with minors.

For more information or to receive the instruction packet, please call the Parish Office at 717-846-4935. 
23.  Students with HIV/AIDS or Related Diseases

Students who are HIV infected or have AIDS or other related diseases and desire to attend a diocesan religious education program will not be denied admission to or discriminated against solely because of their medical condition.


However, the parish does reserve the right to dismiss a student or curtail a student’s activities, (curricular, co/extracurricular).  This will be done on a case by case basis by the Pastor or DRE in consultation with the student’s attending physician if it is determined that a student presents a substantial risk to himself/herself or others.


Parents/guardians are expected to inform the Pastor or DRE when their child has HIV/AIDS or related disease in order that the Pastor or DRE can provide for the protection of the child and other individuals in the religious education program.


This parish follows the Universal Precautions to Prevent the Spread of Infectious Disease to reduce the risk for employees, volunteers and students.

The Universal Precautions are stated as follows:

20.  Search and Seizure

If a student is suspected of having weapons or drugs in his/her possession, the director is required to investigate.  The procedure that will be followed is,

a)  reasonable suspicion of wrong doing is raised,

b)  the student is walked to the office, or if necessary, the DRE will go to the classroom,

c)  in the presence of the student, the catechist will explain the situation to the DRE,

d)  the student will be questioned about the suspected item, and if (s)he admits possession of it, will be asked to give it to the DRE,

e)  parents will be notified of the incident whether or not an item was found in the student’s possession,

f)  if a student denies having any such item and reasonable suspicion still exists, or if the student admits having the item but refuses to relinquish it to the DRE, the parents will be contacted to come and assist in the situation,

g)  if parents refuse to cooperate, the student may be excluded from the program,

h)  if weapons or drugs are found to be in the student’s possession, a penalty mutually agreed upon by parents, the student, and the DRE will be imposed on the student.

21.  Abuse/Neglect

The state has laws mandating that persons who work with children and young people report suspected abuse and neglect.  Persons who fail to report can incur both civil and criminal penalties.


Catechists must document their suspicion of abuse and/or neglect, and bring the matter to the attention of the DRE who will report it.

22.  Background Checks

In fulfillment of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, adopted by the United States bishops in 2002, the Diocesan Youth Protection Program provides for education and screening, outreach to victims and families, prudent and 
Each unit is presented in a five week format; generally Catechists alternate the teaching of each unit and its review.  This allows the teacher to get to know the students better and to use more creative methods in presenting the material.

Grades 7&8: Junior High

The junior high years have recently been called the “tweens” to describe the nature of 7th and 8th graders.  These young people are setting out on what is one of the most intensive periods of growth in all of human life: puberty.  Parents of these children know how quickly they change from children one minute to young adults the next, and how much nervous energy they put out!


With this in mind, our Junior High program has always had as its “anchor” the small group interaction session where students actively explore the topic of the day through games, role playing, and team involvement.


The CONNECT program is written for small groups of students working with a catechist/facilitator.  We also supplement the program with RCL’s Blest Are We Junior High Series and assessment program.  These cover various mini-courses or themes throughout the year.  The students are assigned to their first mini-course and then have the opportunity to choose the courses for the remainder of the term.  


Students meet two Sundays a month from 12:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  They have a break halfway through the session for a light snack and a beverage. Religious Education candidates for Confirmation are required to attend Junior High classes in addition to Confirmation formation sessions called Quests.  There are no exceptions to this requirement!
Senior High/High School

Our comprehensive religious education program is completed in grades 9-12 with the Senior High CONNECT program.  Similar to that of the Junior High level, mini course topics are presented in a six week format.  Students meet in room 1 on the first floor of the Parish Center from 12:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. on specified dates. 

 In addition to these classes, students are encouraged to participate in Diocesan retreats and youth events specially geared towards the continued spiritual growth of young adults.
Youth Group

All students in Grade 6 through Sr. High are encouraged to attend our regularly scheduled youth group meetings held one Sunday of each month from 6:00 to 8:00 at the Parish Center.  
Home Program

Under certain circumstances, parents may choose to provide for their child’s religious education in the home environment.  In such cases, the materials are provided and the parent(s) work closely with the Director of Religious Education to ensure cohesiveness to the program content.  Sacrament preparation is encouraged to take place in the context of the Parish Religious Education community.

Student – Parent Assessment Booklets

Each family is provided a copy of this booklet to ascertain the expectations for religious educational proficiency by age level.  This booklet was developed in partnership with catechists, parents and the pastoral staff of St. Rose of Lima Church. Additionally, parents are asked to go to www.hbgdiocese.org click on Religious Ed curriculum by grade.  
Religious Ed Parent Contract

Annually, parents are asked to reaffirm their commitment to being the first and best teachers of faith for their children.  This “contract” places the responsibility on the parents to be aware of the policies and procedures of the program and to set examples of faithful living in the home environment. 
†
The display of willful destructive behavior by the misuse of the buildings and furnishings as well as the personal property of the staff and other students, (including gum chewing).

†
The display of disregard for the safety of others and the law of possessions of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products.

†
Bullying in any form at any time is never tolerated

17.  Dress Code

We believe that attitudes are affected by what one wears.  Students are to dress neatly and appropriately for class.  Clothing that is torn, bears obscene or inappropriate messages, or carries a logo for alcoholic beverages or cigarettes may not be worn.

18.  Safety

Religious Education personnel take every reasonable precaution to ensure the safety of those in their care and to notify our administration of any unsafe conditions.  Students are never left alone or unsupervised.  Aides are available when and if a situation arises.  


If a student is suspected of having a weapon or drugs in his/her possession, a reasonable procedure for investigating is required.  


In case of fire, use these guidelines:

· Know the locations of fire extinguishers within the building.  

· Execute the plan posted in each classroom.  Catechists should hold a drill at the beginning of each year to acquaint students with procedures and escape routes.  

· Remain outside the building until notified by authorities to re-enter.

19.  Smoking Policy


In order to protect students, staff and visitors from the health hazards of smoking and to promote a smoke-free environment, smoking is prohibited by any person in the parish center building or on parish grounds.  

16.  Discipline

Following Jesus’ command, “Love one another as I have loved you,” our Religious Education staff and students treat each other with mutual respect.   Religious Catechesis is a process that provides instruction on the truths and traditions of our Catholic Faith while incorporating the formation of students into full membership of our Church, for ministry and mission.

Our program provides a meeting ground where students begin to feel their place in the community of the faithful as they interact with peers, catechists, and parents.  It is a serious undertaking and should be entered into with the understanding that certain expectations on the part of the students must be met in order for the process to be successful.  These expectations concern attitude, behavior, and attendance. 

Catechists, together with the students, discuss and agree upon a few, clear basic classroom rules assuring a respectful, Christian environment for learning and interacting.  Realistic, appropriate consequences are also discussed and agreed upon.  In general, students who disregard classroom or program rules are given timely warnings.  Students who continually disregard classroom rules after timely warnings warrant the involvement of administration and parents, to determine the course of action to be taken. .

Ridicule and public humiliation are to be avoided at all times.  Corporal punishment or any physical form of discipline is never permitted.


The following behavior is deemed unacceptable:

†
The display of a belligerent attitude by way of words, gestures, or actions toward the staff or any other students.

†
The display of anger by way of physical or verbal abuse toward the staff or other students.

†
The display of unchristianlike behavior by way of put-downs or practical jokes toward the staff or other students.

†
The display of irreverent behavior at times of individual prayer or communal worship.

Safe Environment


As a staff we attend to the safety and well-being of all of our students.  We believe that appropriate knowledge, steeped in a holy and reverent sense of self, is essential.  Our staff takes steps to ensure that our students will be safe by helping them to recognize the personal actions they can take to do so.  Special lesson plans have been prepared per grade level and we distribute informational materials annually to encourage regular communication with parents. 
Human Sexuality Program

In recent years, the St. Rose of Lima Human Sexuality Committee comprised of representatives from the diocese, parish staff and professional community have prepared two specially designed programs and forums reflecting the needs of our students in grades 4 - 6.  Both parents and students attend these age appropriate programs at the discretion of the parents.  
Specifically, fourth and fifth grade parents and students are invited to attend a special forum which discusses significant developmental topics.  All topics are presented in the context of scripture and God’s loving plan.  
Parents and students in grades 5 and 6 are invited to attend “It’s Time to Talk,” taking the opportunity to discuss privileges, behaviors, and responsibilities approaching puberty.

Students in grades seven and eight of the Religious Education Program are offered the opportunity to learn more about themselves as sexual persons in the context of a mini course.  This course emphasizes current teaching of the Church regarding the use of the gift of sex and new life that could possibly be born of this.  On the Senior High level, a second mini course is offered.
SACRAMENT PREPARATION PROGRAMS
RECONCILIATION and EUCHARIST

Children preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Parents are to escort their children to their classroom on the second floor of the Parish Center.  Parents are to pick their children up at the classroom door at dismissal.  


Each student receives a folder containing the text and important handouts.  Also in the folder is a parent signature sheet.  Parents are to sign it each week after they have reviewed the material covered in class and read the weekly newsletter.  We ask that all papers be removed from the folder before bringing it back the following week.



The first half of the term is centered on preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation, while the second half is centered on preparation for the sacrament of Eucharist.  The children are divided into three groups for instruction.  During the evening, they move among the three sets of teachers for lessons in doctrine, scripture, prayer, and life response.


It is very important that parents help their children with the homework assignments and with personalizing the material in the book by helping the child recall times when they experienced community, forgiveness, sharing, caring, etc.

CONFIRMATION
Our Parish Confirmation program is a formation process that centers on the interaction of students with people in their lives who “make a difference” - their parents, their sponsors, and their peers.
Candidates, Parents and Sponsors meet bi-monthly to explore the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. They QUEST to find evidence of the power of the Holy Spirit in their own lives as well as in the life of our community.  
14.  Communication

Communication to parents from the Religious Education Program as well as with catechists can only strengthen our joint efforts to provide quality education for the students.  Periodic newsletters as well as spiritual information for the family will be sent home with the oldest student in our program.  Parents are strongly encouraged to be in touch with the DRE if there is a concern or question.  Parent and catechist communication is also strongly encouraged.  A phone call to the catechist or an occasional visit to class encourages both your child and the catechist.

15.  Sacrament Policy

The sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist are part of the process of initiation into the community of faith.  The Christian Initiation of Children states, “Any kind of initiation has to do with a process of being absorbed into and bonded to a group…” and the Order of Christian Initiation, which is the Church’s norm for preparation and celebration of the sacraments of initiation, states very clearly that initiation is the responsibility of the entire community and that both the preparation and celebration of these sacraments “takes place within the community of the faithful”.  So, while the family should always be the primary vehicle for initiation of a child, the Church community and the child’s formal religious education community are also a necessary part of the network of communities responsible for a child’s preparation for these sacraments.


With this in mind, it is the policy of St. Rose of Lima Church that children must have a minimum of one year of formal religious education in a Catholic school or a Parish Religious Education Program before entering the sacrament preparation program for Reconciliation and Eucharist.  Participation in the entire program of religious education in either setting is part of the preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation.  Although extenuating circumstances may hinder a child from participating in a formal program at some grade levels, children must participate in a formal program during grades 7 and 8 in order to be confirmed in grade 8.

10.  Inclement Weather

In the event of inclement weather, we will notify WGAL, FOX 43 and WSBA (AM 910).  We will also make every effort to personally notify staff members of a cancellation.

11.  Prayer

Prayer is an integral part of each class session.  Catechists are encouraged to use a variety of prayer forms and ritual.  A prayer centered environment is central in each classroom. 

12.  Service 

Service is a significant component of our curriculum.  All students are asked to get actively involved in the ministries of our parish and the needs of the broader community. Students in grade 6 through 12 are asked to do an accounting per year of the various ways they do so.


The tithing concept, too, is presented annually.  Our three year olds through Senior High students and their parents are reminded and encouraged to request their personal packet of offering envelopes for the year and to be faithful in using them each Sunday when they come to Mass. 

13.  Participation in Liturgy

The Mass and the Sacraments are vital parts of our faith life.  It is expected that all students participate in the celebration of Mass on all Sundays and Holy Days.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered weekly.  Communal celebrations of this Sacrament are offered for families during Advent and Lent.  Liturgy of the Word for Children is celebrated frequently during the summer at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  All children ages 4 through Grade 5 are invited to participate.


Additionally, we will seek to involve students in masses throughout the year where possible.  This may include welcoming parishioners to Mass, reading and participating in the offertory.  

Parents and sponsors point the way to show God’s presence.  They also stand in prayer and example for these young people. Candidates, Parents and Sponsors celebrate the various Rites appropriate to this Sacrament of Initiation immediately after each session, at Mass, in the presence of the entire faith community. A twenty hour minimum service to/among our broader community is a required component of Confirmation preparation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR CHILDREN (RCIC)

Youth not baptized as infants, who are between the ages of 8 and 17 are initiated into the Church through the process of the Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC).  This program is also intended for those children who were baptized as infants, but who have had little or no formal religious education, or for anyone whose religious education has been interrupted, and who now desires to celebrate the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, and/or Confirmation.  The RCIC program meets each Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 8:00 in Room 1 of the Parish Center.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
1.  Basic Policy

Parents and students are expected to be familiar with our handbook, and all parent-student communications such as newsletters, calendars, etc. 

2.  Registration


Registration for our Religious Education Program is held annually and is open to all participating families registered with the parish.  Presently we ask that parents help defray the cost of participation in our program by paying a nominal tuition fee.  If families are unable to assume this responsibility, they are asked to put this concern in writing for the director of our program.  

3.  Class Hours

Religious Education sessions are held each Sunday morning at 8:10 to 9:20 for students ages 3 through Grade 5 for families with last names A-L  A second session is held at 10:10 to 11:20 for students ages 3 through Grade 5 for families with last names M-Z.

Sacrament Preparation is held Wednesday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00, for all students preparing for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) class is also held Wednesday evenings, 6:30 to 8:00.

Grade six, Jr. High and Sr. High classes meet on alternate Sundays from 12:30 to 2:45.

Confirmation candidates attend four Quest sessions between October and April.

4.  Attendance

Consistent and punctual attendance is imperative if children are to benefit from religious education classes.  Students are to report directly to their classroom on the first day.  Late arrivals and early dismissals are strongly discouraged.  Extensive absences can also affect the grade level for the following year.  When a child is absent, parents are expected to notify the child’s catechist stating the date of and reason for the absence.  

Students are not permitted to leave the building without written permission, and must be claimed by the parent in the presence of a staff member.  If a student is absent without permission, the parent will be notified immediately and the student will be removed from the Religious Education Program.  


We are responsible for all students who are registered for our program.  Therefore, we keep accurate attendance and tardiness records which are kept on file in the Religious Education office.

5.  Tardiness

While it is understandable that everyone occasionally runs late, consistent tardiness is unfair to all involved: the student who misses the beginning of class, the class which is disrupted, and the catechist who has to calm the disrupted class and repeat material.  A student is considered late any time (s)he arrives after the start of class.  

6.  Arrival

Students need to arrive for class with their materials early enough to begin class on time.  Students who arrive before their catechist are to wait with parent(s) in the corridor outside their classrooms.  Students are encouraged to hang their coats on the available racks upon entering the building.

7.  Dismissal

Catechists and parents are responsible for the safe and orderly dismissal of students. Parents must personally pick up their children.  Students will not be dismissed to an unknown person.  If a parent requests the early dismissal of a student, the parent must write and sign a note to that effect.  To the extent that our office has been informed of “custodial rights”, catechists will be notified.

8.  Materials and Supplies

Each child is supplied with the materials and supplies necessary to participate in class, including text books.  Parents are responsible for the cost of replacing any and all lost books.  

9.  Off-grounds Trips

A catechist who decides to take the class anywhere off the parish grounds must have a permission slip signed by parents for each student participating. Permission slips will be sent home prior to each event.  Catechists may refuse participation to any student whose conduct has been less than satisfactory.  Parents have the right to refuse to allow their children to participate.  

