Knights of Columbus Historical Background


The Knights of Columbus, founded by Father Michael McGivney in New Haven, CT, in 1882 was originally designed as an insurance company for the wives and widows of the workers.  At that time in our country, there were no insurance companies or safety organizations, such as OSHA, to protect workers or their families.  When the man of the house was injured or killed on the job, the family had no source of income.  Father McGivney’s intent was to provide some sort of protection for these families.


Today, over 15,000 councils with 1.8 million members are located all over the world.  Membership is limited to “practical catholic men.”

Every year knights all over the world donate millions of hours of volunteer help and millions of dollars for charity.  In 2009 donated 69 million hours toward raising $151 million.

The council at St. Rose of Lima, Council 10870, was started in 1993.  Today we have 130 members in the council.  Brother Walt Zimmerman serves as the Grand Knight (elected leader) of the Council.  The job of the council is to support the pastor and the parish. For anyone wanting information on the Knights, they can contact either Walt Zimmerman at 717-854-4114, or the council’s Financial Secretary, Steve Grove at 717-767-5445.
